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BUNKER CHANNEL TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE October 2, 1972 

HftlQr TO 1 OOQ 

TO: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

FROM: HAIG 
EYES ONLY 

a 

I have just completed a two hour and forty minute meeting 
with President Thieu. The first hour and one-half was conducted 
on a head-to-head basis. I agreed with Thieu to have Mr. Nha 
join the last hour and ten minutes during which the specific nego- 
tiating counter-proposals were discussed. Ambassador Bunker 

♦ / 

also joined for this portion of the meeting. 

During the head-to-head, I covered in great detail our 

f iW, i T 

concerns i&t manifestations of growing South Vietnamese suspicion, 

reiterated the events of the past four years and noted the differences 

* 

between the U. S. domestic climate in 1968 and today. I layed out 
in the stronges^terms the consequences of South Vietnamese threats 
for public parting of the ways as well as the consequences of un- 
reasonable intransigence. I made it clear that our concerns for 


a forthcoming negotiating stance were dictated by long term con- 


siderations which involved our ability to support the GVN in the 
long haul and were not driven by immediate election needs. This 
portion of the meeting was emotional and even tearful on Thieu's 
part. However, it concluded by what I consider to be the re- 
establishment of mutual confidence and respect on both sides. 

Thieu appeared to accept both ray admonitions and warnings with sincerity 

TOP SECRET/SENSITlVE 



DECLASSIFIES 

Authority ( €-Q_ / C y x 

iyf *' NARA Date V / //O'! ■. 

• / c ~“~ ^ 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


:ret/s ^ citive 




• 4 7,.v 


if 

d 

s 


* t 


J 


. 1 
I ’ ■ 


■I, 


» • ’■ 




■X. 


;:r;: 0 d Despite the toughness end threatening natnre of portion., 

of m , presentation,^ both doclieend cooperative fro™ the outset. 

- Thieu explained in great detail his concern that whatever 
negotiating initiatives he agreed to U&& not seriously affect the 

morale of his fighting men when made public. He stated that the 

experiences of 1968uleft deep'scars in the body politic of South 
Viet-Nam and that despite differences between now and then, the 

V 

South Vietnamese people and their fighting men could not help b 

•fe^suspicious of U. S. motives. 

lioinnino to Thieu's explam tion. I ^«4d-not-he4p-bt^ 




iBUrfV^that he genuinely expected that my mission had been 
sated fo A r the purpose of asking him to step down. His rationale, 
which had obviously been prepared beforehand, focus/ed on the 
risks associated with such a step. I strongly suspect that his 
meeting with the Security Council this morning had been convened 
for the purpose of addressing this issue and to obtain their backing 

in the^went wTfear. were realized. Thieu did reiterate Hi. 

A I 

intention to step down if and when a true peace were in the off g 
It is clear that he does not believe that we have arrived at this 

pornt at this tin J I stressed with 

firm since the September 15 mooting Umt ynu-an^he-^re.tde*- 

A 

consider Hanoi's September 26 proposal to repr «5» ^ku/t(xr 36> 

conces'^SfffcSS^ whilijfill ...satisfactory in many detaif^demanded 

a forthcoming response from Washington and Saigon. I told him of ■ 
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the tentative time schedule in Paris and the need to return 




re? the 


hopefully armed with his concurrence to^lexibiy explo 
(vaxiou§i variatiore of the Constituent Assembly route. Barring 

this I insisted that we must have*his concurrence ^s^a~minimmm ) 

A 

to table the modified version of our September 15 proposal. In 
my own judgment, Thieu was greatly relieved that I had not 

toafo laid. 


come 


to ask for his resignation. Consequently, hejp&Q cooperative 


i nd constructive ■wao-Nh^ in discussing all of the details of the 
two counter-proposals and their variations. In hindsight, it was 


wise 


to have Nha present for the detailed discussion since he 


ippeared to pick up all of the nuances while avoiding any semblance 

jT 

of the nitpicking^I had expected. Thieu and Nha both seemed con- 
id that lhty cuuld pr o r i de an answer by T^uesday night.** 


cerne* 


Thieu asked whether or not it would be possible for me to hold 
here until noc*n Wednesday, pointing out that it was nece&sary 
for him to not only review carefully the English text, but to 
formulate precisely how it would be presented in Vietnamese. 

He also asked that he be provided with the Vietnamese text of the 
September 26 Hanoi proposal so that he could say precisely how 
the term ’’unanimity" was articulated. From this question, I can 


only assume that he, too, recognizes the significance of Hanoi s 
concession. 

On balance and considering the atmosphere which exists 

1 

I 
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here, I believe the meeting to have been highly successful. It * 

remains to be seen, however, whether immediate relief 

A 

resulting from my failure to ask for his resignation will sub- 

r 'WaareJota 

sequently be translated into a’jforthcomini position with respect 
to our initiatives. There is no question but that we have given 

i 

Thieu a large bone to chew on with minimum time to respond. I 
think he understands precisely what the stakes are and what we 
hope to achieve from him. I have committed you/^if 






(endorse a flexible approach to the Constituent Assembly route^ X 
to an immediate visit with him following the next Paris session^ 
ft At this point, I cannot predict what position he will take. In our 
head-to-head, he noted that the talks in Paris had progressed to 
the point where he could no longer fail to share their implications 
with his advisers. This may occasion additional difficulties 
and deafiys. However, I do believe that Thieu feels he rmlst pro- 
vide us with a substantive response before my departure v -»«dT n 
view of his relief on the resignation concern, I believe he will 

approach the task with a constructive frame of mind. ^^5 

— * 

C. In hindsight, our wisest decision was to limit my pre- 
sentation to the parameteryve discussed prior to my departure 

jb 

and in your subsequent cables!* While awaiting Thieu’s reply, I 
will work with Weyand to get a firm grasp orlhe logistics situation. 
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I will also discuss further with Wcyand the logistic targeting 
which based on earlier discussions does not need much push. 

^ — • Discussions with Weyand and Vogt, however, confirm the 
insanity of current command relationships and the urgent need 

ftboGvVlW . ... 

to clear them up effective 0«teb«-r 8. Iam now convinced that 

A 

the problems associated with our air effort in the North are 

Cj^vvawxmc. 1 s 

directly attributable to this.^ 

j believe Ambassador ®unker, who has been of invaluable 

assistance as usual, is very pleased with the outcome of this 

morning's discussions. 

Warm regards. 
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